quently, the University of Southwestern Louisiana, Lafayette, which eventually became the University of Louisiana, Lafayette, immediately hired him as Assistant Professor of Biology. He rose to the rank of Professor in 1986 when he was named Head of the Biology Department, and he remained in that position until January of 2009, an incredible 23 year administrative run. Since 1995 he has been a Research Associate of the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution.
Although this award is for Excellence in Research, Dr. Felder's administrative success must be mentioned. Using his abilities for fund raising and the making of political allies, he was influential in establishing two important research facilities: 1) the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, in Cocodrie, Louisiana; and 2) the University Research Park at his own university campus, where the U.S. Geological Service's National Wetlands Research Center, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's Estuarine Habitats & Coastal Fisheries Center, are located. These two modern institutions will continue to foster a lot of research on crustaceans, and indeed invertebrates in general.
Over the course of a career that has so far spanned nearly 35 years, Darryl Felder has accumulated an impressive record in many aspects of research and academia. His expertise and research interests center on three topics: 1) population genetics, ecology, systematics, biogeography and conservation; 2) hard substrate invertebrate communities of the Gulf of Mexico; and 3) physio-ecological adaptation and environmental biology of marine decapod crustaceans. In each of these areas Dr. Felder has used crustaceans to make significant contributions to their systematics and key aspects of their biology. He has obtained over U.S.$ 46 million in grants, much of it for research on crustaceans from the Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean, tropical coasts of North and Central America, and also parts of the tropical central and western Pacific. In 1985, he founded and since then has directed or codirected, the Laboratory for Crustacean Research, a body that provides infrastructure and support for research on crustaceans, facilitating not only research by various carcinologists on the staff of his department, but also graduate and postdoctoral students, and visiting scientists. He has presented 91 papers (often with his many collaborators) at scientific meetings around the world, and has published 126 peer-reviewed papers on crustaceans, fishes, mollusks, insects, and jellyfish. He has served as an academic advisor and graduated to date 28 Ph.D. and M.S. students. In this he has been particularly active in training Latin American students, and assisting or collaborating with numerous Latin American colleagues and laboratories.
One of Dr. Felder's most significant achievements is the result of his tireless, meticulous collecting activities. He has accumulated one of the richest collections of decapods from the Gulf of Mexico, most of which are kept in the University of Louisiana Lafayette Zoological Collection. This is very hard work that often goes unrecognized. He has also enriched the collections of the Smithsonian's National Museum of Natural History, the UNAM in Mexico, and several other institutions. While collecting, he has photographed a vast number of decapods, and easily has the largest image database on live coloration of decapods from the tropical western Atlantic, all carefully cross-linked to voucher specimens. His superb photographs have been used in several important books such as the American Fisheries Society ''Common Names'' series for the US east coast and North America (McLaughlin et al., 2005) . He is currently still working on a long-awaited color illustrated monograph on the crabs, shrimp, and lobsters of the Gulf of Mexico to supplement his ecological and taxonomic studies.
Prof. Felder has received many honors and academic awards, he is a member of various professional societies, and served on TCS Board for many years including a term as our fourth president from [1988] [1989] . He is a leader in studies of Crustacea from the tropical Americas and Gulf of Mexico, and in studies on decapod phylogenetics. Some highlights of his research include: 1) His early work on inventories of the Gulf of Mexico decapods (his 1973 ''Crabs and Lobster'' keys from NW Gulf of Mexico) led him and many others to investigate more thoroughly the diverse decapod fauna from those waters. His interest in the invertebrate fauna of the Gulf of Mexico was never limited to just decapods crustaceans, however, and has led him to be the prime engine that produced in 2009 a mammoth update, a 1400-page undertaking, with 79 chapters by 140 contributors, of the classic book originally published in 1954: ''Gulf of Mexico -Origins, Waters, and Biota'' (Felder and Camp, 2009 ). 2) His various studies of stone crabs of the genus Menippe are outstanding examples of how to focus on commercially important species to investigate their taxonomy and biology. Those papers, and the discoveries therein, have been fundamental to understanding the evolution, biology and fisheries of the species of Menippe (Williams and Felder, 1986; Marton et al., 1988; Neigel et al., 1991; SchneiderBroussard et al., 1999) . 3) His studies on larval development of callianassoids and brachyurans are some of the most detailed ever published, and certainly have been an inspiration for many of his students and co-workers. His works on thalassinoids in general are undoubtedly the most encompassing and influential amongst his many projects, because he has changed the taxonomic and biological landscape of a group of decapods that formerly were elusive, scarce in most museum collections, and little known, e.g., Manning and Felder (1999), Felder and Rodrigues (1993) . On this group, he has been undoubtedly an inspirational figure in carcinology. 4) Long before molecular studies became fashionable, he was already using molecular evidence to study the phylogeny and biology of major groups of decapods. More importantly, his papers provide the proper balance between molecular and morphological evidence. This has culminated in his various and latest collaborative contributions included in the volume, ''Decapod Crustacean Phylogenetics,'' which he also co-edited (Martin, Crandall, and Felder, 2009 ).
Darryl Felder has always been working to make sure that systematic research remains solid into the future. As he has said, we must fight ''… for the training of young scientists in modern methods of molecular and morphological phylogenetic analysis, alongside classical systematic and taxonomic practices.'' Prof. Darryl L. Felder's professional accomplishments abundantly prove that he is well deserving of The Crustacean Society Excellence in Research Award.
